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Educational Objectives
Following this unit of instruction, the practitioner should be able to:

1. Understand the etiology and presentation of peri-implantitis.
2.

MetLife designates this activity for
1.0 continuing education credit

for the review of this Quality Resource Guide
and successful completion of the post test.

loss (Table 1).4 The reported prevalence of peri-implant 
mucositis is 43% with a range of 19-65%. Peri-implantitis 
prevalence is reported at 22% with a range of 1- 47.1%.5 
The enormous range in these estimates is due to varying 
case definitions, study designs and population sizes, as 
well as subjects with different risk profiles.

 Figure 1 

Clinical and radiographic appearance of Peri-implantitis with loss of supporting bone.
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2mm in the PerioC group and 1.59mm in MatrixC 
group. Minocycline spheres and chlorhexidine 
gel debridement were compared for a year and 
showed improvement in plaque indices, pocket 
depths and bleeding. Minocycline was shown to 
be effective but to maintain the effectiveness, 
additional applications might be needed.38,39 Use 
of chlorhexidine in humans has been shown to 
decrease cell proliferation and reduce collagen 
synthesis,40 hence its use in implant surface 
detoxification is questioned. 

The applications of dental lasers for dental therapy 
continue to grow. Laser therapy has been suggested 
for management of peri-implantitis due to its anti-
infective and ablative properties. Currently lasers 
available in the market are: Nd:Yag; carbondioxide; 
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 1. Peri-implantitis differs from peri-implant mucositis by 
a. Deep probing depths 
b. Bleeding on probing 
c. Loss of supporting bone
d. Swelling around restored implant

 2. Identify least potential risk factors in the etiology of 
peri-implantitis could be all of the following, EXCEPT:
a. A screw retained implant crown
b. Diabetes 
c. Poor oral hygiene 
d. Occlusal overload

 3. Surface detoxification is common step for surgical and 
non-surgical approaches for treating peri-implantitis.
a. True
b. False

 4. Implants should be managed for peri-implantitis in all 
of the cases, EXCEPT:
a. Near anatomic landmark
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