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Specialized hazards in laboratories is the  

October 2015 Safety Spotlight  

Safety Spotlight 

 

By Jessica Tyre 

There are many hazards in laboratories.  Some of them are consistent throughout all laboratories 

and some are specialized to the type of lab work or research being conducted.  All UNE 

employees and students get a broad overview of lab safety in the training modules provided by the 

University.  These training modules cannot possibly cover all the specialized hazards in all 

laboratories on the campuses.  Instructors, lab managers, researchers, faculty and staff members 

are responsible for making sure they have provided a comprehensive training of the specialized 

hazards in their laboratory.  These hazards could be: working with liquid nitrogen/cryogenics, 

exposure to specific biological agents, the handling precautions needed to work with specific 

animals whether they are sea creatures, rats, mice or insects, utilizing compressed gas cylinders, 

working in and out of -80 freezers, working with hazardous chemicals that have dangerous 

properties, or even specialized pieces of equipment in the lab that have their own unique hazards 

and personal protective equipment requirements.  Please remember that if you have new 

employees or students working in your lab
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Changes in delivery protocol of hazardous chemicals 

for the Biddeford campus 
By Ronnie Souza 

 

A review of current delivery practices by 
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Please take a moment to review the UNE EHS Lab Safety Rules posting that 

is mounted on all laboratory doors and make sure all lab staff are familiar 
with the lab safety requirements.  Thank you! 
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LAB SAFETY CASE STUDY #2: 

Yale Student Dies in Chemistry-Lab Accident  
April 14, 2011 By SOPHIA HOLLANDER (http://www.wsj.com) 

 

A Yale University senior lauded as an ardent champion of women in science was killed in an accident in a 

campus lab, university officials said Wednesday.  Michele Dufault, 22 years old and weeks from graduating, 

died after her hair became tangled in a lathe at Sterling Chemistry Lab, the university said in a statement. 

Police were notified at 2:36 a.m. after a group of students discovered Ms. Dufault, said New Haven Police 

Department spokesman Joseph Avery. 

 

Before the accident, the school required undergraduates to complete one safety class before gaining 

access to the laboratory's machines, which were then available to them around the clock, multiple 

students said. A friend of Ms. Dufault, Joseph O'Rourke, said she had completed one machine-safety class 

and was taking a second one. A university spokesman didn't return calls for comment.  Machine use will 

now be restricted to specific hours with monitors present until a review of safety policies is complete, Yale 

President Richard Levin said in a statement. 

 

The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration and Yale University Police are conducting 

investigations.  A.J. Riggs, a senior majoring in physics and mechanical engineering, had worked with Ms. 

Dufault on her project. He said students often visit the lab late at night, when it is less crowded.  The lathe is 

a circular vise that can hold a drill bit or a blade and rotates at a high rate of speed, Mr. Riggs said. 

 

Across campus, Ms. Dufault, who was majoring in astronomy and physics, was remembered as a passionate 

promoter of women in sciences, helping to organize a Conference for Undergraduate Women in Physics at 
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 Chemical Fume Hoods 
By Peter Nagle 

 

The chemical fume hood is the primary engineering control used in laboratories to protect 

workers from chemical fumes. The OSHA Laboratory Standard (29 CFR 1910.1450) requires 

employers to take measures to assure that fume hoods are functioning properly. UNE tests the 

fume hoods quarterly and has them re-certified annually by an outside vendor. The annual 

certifications are posted on each hood just above the sash on either the right or left hand side. 

You should see the most current certification posted on your hood. It expires on August 31, 2016. 

If you see an expired certification posted, contact EHS and we will work to bring your hood into 

compliance.  

 

Operators of fume hoods are also responsible for the proper functioning of their fume hoods. 

Make sure to do the following when operating a fume hood:  

 

 Have the minimum amount of material needed to perform your work in the hood so as not 

to alter the airflow. 

 Make sure nothing is obstructing airflow through t



mailto:rsouza@une.edu
mailto:pnagle@une.edu
mailto:jtyre@une.edu
mailto:acariddi@une.edu

	Contents:
	51Ð¡»Æ³µChemical/Equipment Sharing Listing

