
Checklist: Losing a loved one
Legal and financial steps 

Original copy of death certiÞcate

Will
Property deeds, titles, and documentation 

Divorce or child support documents 
Military discharge papers 

Insurance policies 
Trust documents 

Social Security numbers (yours and the deceased's) 

Marriage certificate 

Birth certificates of minor children 
Credit card account numbers and statements 

Certificates of deposit 

Real estate deeds
Mortgage and other loan statements 

Retirement account statements (IRAs, 401(k)s, pension plans) 
Nonretirement account statements (brokerage, mutual fund, annuities, etc.) 

Current bank statements 
Employer equity compensation plan statements (stock options or restricted stock) 

Health insurance policies 
Household budget documents (utility and service bills) 

Employer equity compensation plan statements (stock options or restricted stock) 
Beneficiary information on financial accounts and insurance 

Tax records 
Vehicle records including titles and loan documents 
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