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C O L L E G E  O F  O S T E O P A T H I C  M E D I C I N E  

 
2021-2022 Carmen Pettapiece Student Research Fellowship 
 
 
TO:  UNE COM faculty, staff, and students 
FROM: UNE COM SGA Professional Development Committee 
DATE:  March, 31 2021 
 
The Student Government Association’s Professional Development Committee at UNE COM 
would like to congratulate the following UNE COM students who have received the  
2021-2022 Carmen Pettapiece Student Research Fellowship: 
 
SGA/Dean Funds 
 

1. Alyssa Ahern (Class of 2023)   
Project title: Transgender, Gender Non-Conforming, and Gender Diverse (TGD) 
Inclusive Curriculum in Emergency Medicine Graduate Medical Programs: A Literature 
Mentor: 
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16. Melanie Kusakavitch (Class of 2024) 
Project title: Optical Coherence Tomography as a Novel Approach to Guide FAI 
Resection 
Mentor: Mark Brezinski, MD, PhD UNE COM 

 
17. Conner Lajoie (Class of 2024) 

Project title: Elucidating the role of Dock7 in osteoblast differentiation in a novel 
knockout mouse model 
Mentor: Kathleen Becker, PhD UNE COM 
 

18. Kaitlyn Lavarnway (Class of 2023)   
Project title: The Utility of Student Lead Medical Education During a Pandemic 
Mentor: Carol Brenner, PhD UNE COM 
 

19. Anna McLean (Class of 2022) 
Project title: Exploring the Efficacy of Baclofen as a Pharmacological Therapy for 
Methamphetamine Use Disorder Through a 12-week Trial in Adult Individuals 
Mentor: Paul Rancicot, MD LRG Healthcare 
 

20. Shana Morel (Class of 2024) 
Project title: Quantitative Examination of Hedgehog Signaling in Primary Cilia of Neural 
Crest Cells in A Mouse Model of Congenital Heart Disease 
Mentor: Kerry Tucker, 
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The Kahn Family Foundation Funds  

 
 

25. Paige Ahlholm (Class of 2024)   
Project title: The role of CD2AP scaffold protein in Alzheimer’s disease 
Mentor: Benjamin Harrison, PhD UNE COM  
 

26. Aishwarya Ayyappan (Class of 2024) 
Project title: Investigating whether optogenetic activation of CRF+ cells in the CeA is 
sufficient for inducing an increased pain-susceptible state in rats that have been exposed 
to neonatal trauma. 
Mentor: Michael Burman, PhD UNE CAS 
 

27. Nora Connors (Class of 2024) 
Project title: Inflammatory responses within lumbar dorsal root ganglia following sciatic 
nerve crush in microglial CD137L conditional knockout mice. 
Mentor: Ling Cao, MD, PhD UNE COM 
 

28. Kimberly Drago (Class of 2024) 
Project title: The Role of Spinal Cord Processing of Sensory Input in Maintaining 
Movement Evoked Breakthrough Pain 
Mentor: Tamara King, PhD UNE COM 
 

29. Siobhan Fennel (Class of 2024) 
Project title: Neuronal major histocompatibility complex II and the regulation of anti-
inflammatory CD4+ T cells in chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy 
Mentor: Diana Goode, PhD UNE COM 
 

30. Daniel Gehan (Class of 2024) 
Project title: Building a Fiber Photo-Optometry Set
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UNE Center of Excellence for the Neurosciences Funds 
 

 
33. Connor Devoe (Class of 2024)   

Project title: Determining the Role of the Transcriptional Regulatory Protein CELF4 on 
Pro-Nociceptive Protein Expression in Dorsal Root Ganglion Neurons 
Mentors: Benjamin Harrison, PhD and Diana Goode, PhD UNE COM 
 

34. Bruno Sousa DiNucci (Class of 2024)   
Project title: Sciatic nerve responses in CD137L knockout mice following sciatic nerve 
crush-induced neuropathic pain 
Mentor: Ling Cao, MD, PhD UNE COM 
 

  


